
HIGHWAY CONTRACTOR 
A Highway Contractor is any person engaged in the activity of highway construction work 

in this state. The term does not include any person who only owns and operates motor 

vehicles within the right-of-way hauling gravel or concrete and does not own or operate 

off-road machinery in the highway construction work. 

 

Public Roads & Highways are defined as any way or place of whatever nature, including 

waterways and snowmobile trails, which are open to the use of the public as a matter of 

right for the purpose of vehicular, snowmobile, or watercraft travel, even if the way or 

place is temporarily closed for the purpose of construction, reconstruction, maintenance, or 

repair. 

 

The Road Right-of-Way is defined as a strip of land over which a public road is built. The 

boundaries for public highways and township roads are from fence post to fence post, 

while city streets are from curb to curb. Storm sewers, ditches, and gutters are included 

within the road right-of-way. 

 

Highway Construction Work is defined as all work which is performed in any capacity to 

propel vehicles, machinery, or equipment within the right-of-way in the construction, 

reconstruction, repair, or maintenance of public roads & highways. 

 

No state, county, township, or municipality may award a public highway or street contract 

to a contractor who has not been issued a highway contractor fuel tax license. 

 

For further information regarding the Highway Contractor license, please refer to the 

Highway Contractor’s Fuel Tax Manual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
44 



 



 


