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SOUTH DAKOTA COMMISSION ON GAMING  
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING AND QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 

DEADWOOD CITY HALL, DEADWOOD, SOUTH DAKOTA 
 
 

MINUTES 
June 9, 2016  

 
At 9:00 a.m. the meeting was called to order. Commissioner Dennis Duncan, Commissioner 
Harry Christianson, Commissioner Ralph “Chip” Kemnitz, Commissioner Tim Holland, and 
Commissioner Dennis McFarland were present. Staff members present for the meeting were 
Mike Shaw, Commission Attorney; Mark Aspass, Commission Architect; Larry Eliason, 
Executive Secretary; and Craig Sparrow, Deputy Executive Secretary. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Duncan. 
 
The court reporter for the hearing portion of the meeting was Cindy Pfingston. The following 
cases were scheduled to be heard: 
 
Administrative Hearing 
 
 Tin Lizzie Gaming Resort Petition for Declaratory Ruling 
 In Re: One Seized Kitac Slot Machine 
 Request by Philip Maslack for Removal from List of Excluded Persons 

  
 
Tin Lizzie Gaming Resort Petition for Declaratory Ruling 
 
Tin Lizzie Gaming Resort, represented by Roger Tellinghuisen, attorney, and Austin Burnham, 
General Manager, have filed a declaratory petition regarding a proposed inner access opening 
between Tin Lizzie 9 and Tin Lizzie 10. Commissioner Christianson made a motion to approve 
the amended petition. Commissioner Holland seconded the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Holland Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Christianson Aye 
Commissioner Kemnitz Aye 
Commissioner Duncan Aye  
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In Re: One Seized Kitac Slot Machine 
 
The purpose of the hearing is to determine if the Kitac “Secret Agent” slot machine which was 
seized from a residence on May 11, 2016 is contraband and may be destroyed. Susan and 
Benjamin Pisani were served with notice of hearing by certified mail but were not present. 
Commissioner Christianson made a motion that the slot machine is contraband and to be 
destroyed. Commissioner Kemnitz seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Request by Philip Maslack for Removal from List of Excluded Persons 
 
The purpose of the hearing is the request of Philip Maslack to be removed from the list of 
persons to be excluded or ejected from Deadwood gaming establishments. Mr. Maslack was 
present for the hearing. Commissioner McFarland made a motion to remove Mr. Maslack from 
the list of excluded persons. Commissioner Holland seconded the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion carried 4 to 1. 
 
Commissioner Holland  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Christianson Aye 
Commissioner Kemnitz Nay 
Commissioner Duncan Aye 
 
After the administrative hearings a brief recess was taken at 9:55 a.m. 
 
General Meeting 
 
Commissioner Duncan called the general meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  
 
Conflicts of Interest Disclosure 
 
No conflicts of interest were noted. 
 
March 16, 2016 Quarterly Meeting 
 
Commissioner Kemnitz made a motion to adopt the drafted minutes from the March 16, 2016 
quarterly meeting. Commissioner McFarland seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
May 12, 2016 Special Meeting  
 
Commissioner McFarland made a motion to adopt the drafted minutes from the May 12, 2016 
special telephonic meeting. Commissioner Holland seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously. 
 
Report on 2016 Horse Racing Season 
 
Larry Eliason, Executive Secretary, gave a brief report on the 2016 horse racing season. This 
was for information purposes only so no action was taken. 
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Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for FY 2017 
 
Commissioner Kemnitz made a motion to retain the current Chairman and Vice Chairman. 
Commissioner Christianson seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Consulting Contracts for FY 2017 
 
Architecture, Inc. 
 
Commissioner Kemnitz made a motion to approve the contract with Architecture, Inc. 
Commissioner Christianson seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Gaming Laboratories, Inc. 
 
Commissioner Kemnitz made a motion to approve the contract with Gaming Laboratories, Inc. 
Commissioner Holland seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Simulcast Site License Application 
 
Commissioner Kemnitz made a motion to approve the Simulcast Site License Renewal for 
Bettor Racing, Inc. Commissioner McFarland seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Simulcast Provider Application 
 
Commissioner Kemnitz made a motion to approve the Simulcast Provider License Renewal for 
Bettor Racing, Inc. Commissioner McFarland seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Deadwood Licensing Matters 
 
Deputy Executive Secretary Sparrow recommended approval of the following:  
 
Key License Approval 
 
 Edward Park 
 Robin Scribner 
 Bill Blakeley 

 Aaron Wagner 
 Tanner Shoup

 
Commissioner Holland made a motion to approve the Key License approvals as staff 
recommended. Commissioner Kemnitz seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Business License Approval 
 
Deputy Executive Secretary Sparrow recommended approval of the following:  
 
 Approval of Richard Harr as an owner of DGS, LLC and its Operator and three Retail 

licenses (0232-OP, 0614, 0615, & 0616-RT’s). 
 Approval of a Manufacturers license to AGS, LLC (0130-MA) and David Lopez (0176-

DR) and Nicholas Akiona (0177-DR) as Directors of AGS, LLC. 
 Approval of a Property Owners license for Gamblers Gulch, Inc. and Carol Case (0004-

PO). 
 Approval of Maureen Sweeny as a Director (0171-DR) on the Aristocrat Technologies, 

Inc. Gaming License (0108-MA). 
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 Approval of Marco Sala (0173-DR), Renato Ascoli (0172-DR), and Claudio Demolli 
(0174-DR) as Directors on the IGT Gaming License (0101-MA). 

 
Commissioner Kemnitz made a motion to approve the Business License approvals as staff 
recommended. Commissioner McFarland seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Business License Renewal 2016-2017 
 
Deputy Executive Secretary Sparrow recommended the approval of all Operators, Route 
Operators, Retails, Distributors, and Manufacturers listed on pages 64-65 of the meeting packet 
and are attached hereto. 
 
Commissioner McFarland made a motion to approve the Business License renewals as staff 
recommended. Commissioner Holland seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Compliance with HB 1214 
 
Compliance with HB 1214, which will become law on July 1, 2016, was discussed. This was for 
information purposes only so no action was taken.  
 
Next Commission Meeting 
 
The next quarterly commission meeting has been scheduled for September 14, 2016. 
 
Executive Session 
 
Commissioner Christianson made a motion to go into Executive Session. Commissioner 
McFarland seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
At 10:45 a.m. the Commission went into Executive Session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2 (3) and 
SDCL 42-7B-8.1 (1) and (4). 
 
The Executive Session was concluded at 10:52 a.m. 
 
With no further business to be discussed Commissioner McFarland made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting. Commissioner Holland seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:53 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kathy Fredericksen 
 
 
 
 
__________________________   _______________________________ 
Dennis Duncan, Chairman                         Larry B. Eliason, Executive Secretary 
  






